White Springs Town Council met Tuesday, October 11, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers.
Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Councilman Rev. Richard Marshall gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Roll Call: Present were Mayor Dr. Helen Miller, Vice Mayor Walter McKenzie, Councilwoman Tonja Brown, Councilman Dennis Price, Councilman Richard Marshall, Town Manager Robert Townsend, Chief of Police Ken Brookins, Fire Chief Steve Stith, Town Clerk Shirley Heath and Attorney Todd Kennon.

CITIZENS FROM THE FLOOR: None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES SEPTEMBER 13, 2011.

Motion made by Vice Mayor McKenzie and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to waive the reading of the minutes from the September 13, 2011 meeting and approve them as presented.

5/0

AUTHORIZATION TO PAY ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AS DUE AND FUNDS AVAILABLE:

Motion made by Vice Mayor McKenzie and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to authorize accounts payable as due and funds available.

5/0

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Vice Mayor McKenzie requested adding Broadband Update to old business.

Motion made by Vice Mayor McKenzie and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to approve the agenda with added item Old Business Broadband update.

5/0

SPECIAL EVENTS REPORT:

Councilman Price reported the committee is working and will hold another meeting soon. Vice Mayor McKenzie reported the Suwannee Bike Association requested to have a contact person to help organize and present bikes to needy children. It was suggested to contact Coretta Ford at the HOPE After School Program.
Mr. Townsend also reported that Mrs. McMillan will play Santa.

OLD BUSINESS:

CONSIDER PLANNING FOR MEMORIAL PARK:

Mayor Miller reported she met with the Hamilton County Veterans Services Officer Bo Beauchemin at the site and he was very impressed and stated the site was perfect. The county already made pre-planning for a veterans park and Mayor Miller suggested we utilize their work. Mr. Beauchemin will contact Washington D. C. and try to get a flag that has flown at the White House.
The Veterans Day Parade will be November 10th and Mayor Miller suggested holding a ceremony to raise the flag. 
After a brief discussion it was suggested to hold a planning meeting and fund raiser to help with the cost of the park.
CONSIDER SPEED BUMPS:

Chief Brookins indicated that his department did not have any issues with either speed bumps or humps. Chief Stith brought forward several issues between bumps and humps adding that his research shows that humps would be the best for their equipment and response time. 
Councilman Marshall informed the group of his research which he found recycled plastic bumps that can be installed and removed if needed. They are approximately 2” in height, 3 ½” in length and will slow the traffic to 18 mph.
It was consensus of group to hold a neighborhood meeting to find out where the citizens want the bumps.

CONSIDER CARVER PROPERTY AGREEMENT:

Mr. Townsend reported the revised agreement at the request of Mr. Carver includes a Hold Harmless Clause. Mr. Kennon added it was a standard agreement.
Motion made by Vice Mayor McKenzie and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to approve the Land Lease Agreement between Mr. Larry Carver and the Town of White Springs.

5/0

CONSIDER POLICE DEPARTMENT SINKING FUND:
Chief Brookins happily reported that White Springs Police Department was awarded the Department of Justice Police Officers Grant Funding. The Chief reminded the Council during the budget workshop it was decided to open a sinking fund to pay the fourth year salary of the new officer utilizing the funds from the part time officer line item of $8,500.
Motion made by Councilman Price and seconded by Councilman Marshall to authorize the Town Manager to set up the Cops Grant Sinking fund transferring $8,500 annually.

5/0

HEALTH COUNSEL UPDATE – MARIE PRICE:
Mayor Miller reported in absence of Ms. Price.

Old Business

· Pending meeting with CEO Shands for possible clinic services in White Springs

· Meeting with Dental Clinic

· Completed first health educational workshop at First United Methodist Church White Springs with over 30 participants from White Springs and Jasper. Excellent presentation from Senior Home Care and BAYA Pharmacy

· Set up screening every Wednesday at the Adult Education Building.

· Pickle Ball event went well and community would like to set this up on the same Saturday that the kids practicing tennis


Up Coming Events:

· Continue Blood pressure screening

· October 19th New Bethel A.M.E. Church will host our next health educational luncheon which will focus on Cancer awareness. Our Own Robert Townsend will be the Chef of the day. Ms. Betty Barnes will donate pink carry bags in recognition of Cancer awareness. Mattie Moore will provide some educational hand outs. Senior Home Care and BAYA Pharmacy will also be in attendance

· Possible Flu vaccine administrations, pending interest of residents

UPDATE ON AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM – COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:
Councilwoman Brown reported 27 students in attendance. The bus will provide transportation to the Big Shoals Park for the Pumpkin Festival and they will advertise the Fire Department Safety Bash.
A fund raiser will be held Sunday for the HOPE After School Program at the Community Center providing lunch and gospel sing.

UPDATE ON ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM – COUNCILWOMAN BROWN
Mayor Miller reported they are looking for a new teacher for the program and hope to have it up and running very soon.

LAWSUIT UPDATE:

Mr. Kennon reported in absence of Mr. Koberlein Griffin discovery responses were received and he will take appropriate action.

BROADBAND UPDATE – VICE MAYOR MCKENZIE
Vice Mayor McKenzie reported:

· Funding was frozen

· Received a list of questions/concerns which were answered and re-answered

· No substance to most of the allegations
· Submitted corrective actions

· Informed that they would have to replace the project management team before they would begin to receive funding. Government Services Group resigned in order for the project to survive.
· The Board is now looking for new management and expect funds to be restored shortly

NEW BUSINESS:

CONSIDER TOWN HALL LANDSCAPING
An Email was supplied to the Council from Tom Moore. Councilman Price reported the neighborhood requests that the recycle bin be disguised by planting along the fence line. Mr. Moore suggested the funds be utilized from the Beautification Committee Account in the amount of $735.00.

Mr. Townsend also suggested place three fence panels.

Motion made by Vice Mayor McKenzie and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to authorize the purchase of landscaping and fencing up to $735.00 from the Beautification Account.

5/0

CONSIDER COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT:

Motion made by Councilman Price and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to appoint Johnny Bullard to the Special Events Committee.

5/0

REPORTS:
POLICE

Chief Brookins reported ninety cities applied for the COPS Grant and White Springs was one of only seven awarded. The Chief also informed the Council of the many hours Lt. Rodriquenz and he worked on the grant along with support from Mrs. Tomlinson, Mr. Townsend, Shirley Heath and Andrew Greene adding that it was a team effort.

Three guns were taken off the street in the last month. Chief Brookins encouraged citizens to keep their vehicles locked especially if they have a weapon inside. RLEX Project is up and running. Mrs. Howell came out of retirement to organize the Veterans Parade. The Chief has applied for the necessary permits with D. O. T. for the Veterans and Festival of Lights Parades.
FIRE DEPARTMENT:

Chief Stith reported the department is working on fundraiser for the Safety Bash which is their way to give back to the community. The department has received $1,010 in donations and bags of candy

11 Med calls & 8 Fire call

Chief Stith also praised Andrew Greene for all of his assistance adding that he always does an excellent job and has many talents.

MANAGER:

Mr. Townsend reported:

· No complaints about the change of pickup date with Waste Pro

· Hamilton County Chamber of Commerce Membership Banquet October 20th
· FEMA conducted an audit for the 2004 hurricanes funds received by the town and there were no findings. Councilman Price inquired how the funds were expended and Mr. Townsend explained the procedure

· Progress Energy rate increase for commercial customers

· Grocery Store project underway with appraisal on the Varnes property and a proposal from Mr. Woodard. A special meeting may need to be held later in the month.

· Hamilton Correction will build the restrooms for the downtown incubator project. Anderson Columbia will stripe the streets Friday and work will begin on the outdoor pavilions

· B. P. Oil Spill attorney contact Mr. Townsend requesting revenue documentation from the last five years

· Thanks to Part time worker Monica Carter for her idea of placing a box at the Dollar General Store for the donation of candy for the Safety Bash
· Animal Control Task Force meeting last week and County Coordinator Danny Johnson, Charles Williams, Billy Snipes and Mr. Townsend met and the county will cover most of the cost with the City of Jasper allowing the use of their pound. Each municipality will budget for the cost.

· October is clean up month and the county landfill will waive the tipping fees on white goods

· Mr. Townsend has proposed to each city and the county to pipe their effluent to PCS to offset the drawdown of our drinking water

Vice Mayor McKenzie stated over the weekend visitors from the Bicycle Association made several compliments about the new sidewalks and paving.

Meeting adjourned 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted

___________________________
Shirley Heath, Town Clerk
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