White Springs Town Council met Tuesday, June 15, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at Town Hall for their regular monthly meeting.

Mayor Miller called the meeting into order and Councilwoman Brown gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Roll Call: Present were Mayor Dr. Helen Miller, Vice Mayor Joseph McKire, Council Members McKenzie, Brown and McNeal. Also present were Town Manager Robert Townsend, Town Clerk Shirley Heath, Chief of Police Ken Brookins, and Fire Chief Steve Stith, Town Attorney Fred Koberlein, representatives from Jordan and Associates, Mittauer and Associates, Bailey Bishop and Lane, and distinguished guests Jasper Councilwoman Elaine Rozier and Jasper City Clerk Jennifer Pomeroy, and concerned citizens.
CITIZENS FROM THE FLOOR: (FIVE MINUTE TIME LIMIT) AFTER RECOGNITION FROM THE CHAIR, STATE NAME AND ADDRESS

Mr. Colin Copeland addressed the Council with his concerns about the Beautification Committee. Mr. Copeland stated that the committee has not been active and all the meetings were illegal because they never had a quorum present adding that there are 13 members not 7. Mr. Copeland went on to state that they have not had an election of officers in five years and the committee has caused good friends to now be at odds with each other . Mr. Copeland suggested that the committee be shut down.
CONSENT DOCKET

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM REGULAR MEETING MAY 18, 2010

Motion made by Vice Mayor McKire and seconded by Councilman McKenzie to waive the reading of the minutes. 

5/0

Motion made by Councilman McKenzie and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to approve the minutes as presented.

5/0

AUTHORIZATION TO PAY ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AS DUE AND FUNDS AVAILABLE

Motion made by Councilman McKenzie and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to authorize accounts payable as due and funds available.

5/0

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Miller added one item under new business, Consider Police Byrne Grant

Motion made by Councilman McKenzie and seconded by Councilman McNeal to approve the agenda with the added item under new business.

5/0

SPECIAL EVENTS REPORT

Lucinda Maynard informed the Council and citizens that she is stepping down as chair person. The committee decided to contact the Birds of Prey again for the Azalea Festival at a cost of $600. The committee is working on a mission statement and guidelines for sponsorship, the 125th celebration in the month of October and the committee will meet the second Tuesday of each month during the summer months.
Councilman McKenzie added that he has put something in his newspaper article this week about the 125th celebration asking for suggestions from the citizens.

Motion made by Councilman McKenzie and seconded by councilman McNeal to accept the expenditure of $600 for the Birds of Prey.

5/0

BEAUTIFICATION REPORT

Chairman Tom Moore stated that he would like the committee to be dissolved.

Mayor Miller stated that it would be considered at the next meeting.

Rosemary Copeland stated that she did not know how to get in touch with most of the people on the committee to let them know that they need to resign from the committee.

OLD BUSINESS
CONSIDER RESIGNATION OF VICE MAYOR JOSEPH MCKIRE

Mayor Miller stated that with sadness Mayor McKire has submitted his resignation to be effective this date.

Motion made by Councilman McNeal and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to accept with sadness Mayor Joseph McKire’s resignation effective this date at the end of tonight’s meeting.
5/0

CDBG SECOND PUBLIC HEARING

Mr. Ronnie VanZant addressed the Council and requested that the regular meeting be adjourned and the public hearing be opened. Motion made by Councilman McKenzie and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to adjourn the council meeting and open the public hearing.

5/0

Mr. VanZant stated that the Town of White Springs is applying for a $600,000 Neighborhood Revitalization Grant.

Public in-Put:

Tracy Woodard asked if any work will be done outside the city limits and Mr. Townsend stated it would not that the area of work will be 25 A, Jackson Street, Brown Street and Pearl Drive. Manhole work will also be done in the Kendrick St. area. 

No further public in-put a motion was made by Councilman McKenzie and seconded by Councilman McNeal to allow Jordan and Associated to prepare and submit the application for the CDBG Small Cities Revitalization Grant.

5/0

Public Hearing was concluded and the council meeting reopened.

LAWSUIT UPDATE

Mr. Koberlein reported:

1. The Ethics Complaint filed by Joe Griffin against Mayor McKire has been dismissed. Mr. Koberlein added that after reviewing the bills and speaking with his fellow colleagues in the firm, Mr. McKire, nor any other Town official, has ever received personal legal services from this firm and had the Town of White Springs pay for such services.

2. Mr. Griffin filed against former Town attorneys and the Town;  there has not been any activity on this lawsuit.
3. Mr. Koberlein filed a motion to dismiss the new suit filed against Mr. McKire and was set for hearing but Mr. Griffin filed to have it postponed and it will come up in August.

4. I had informed you in the past that when the above mention suit goes before the judge that he will also pursue former judgments against Mr. Griffin and that will also be put off until the suit is brought back up in order to save the town money.

UPDATE SUMMER ENRICHMENT PROGRAM AND ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM

Mayor Miller asked Councilwoman Brown to give the update on the Summer Enrichment Program and Adult Education. Councilwoman Brown informed everyone that yesterday was the first day and everything went very well with approximately 35 children attending, and 13 intern students.

Spenser Lofton also reported that the intern students are all CPR qualified and they had to go through an interview process before they were accepted.  Students will have training in sewing, tennis lessons just to name a few. The cost per child is $20.00 a week.

CONSIDER BACKFLOW PREVENTION POLICY 

Mr. Townsend informed everyone that Florida Administrative Code 62-550-62-555 and the Town’s proposed Back Flow Prevention Policy is designed to protect public water systems from cross connection contamination of possible pollutants. The policy that he is proposing meets the F.A.C. requirement and is designed to require the customer to be responsible for the installation and inspection of the required unit. The first phase will be with the commercial units as they have the greater potential for contamination. A few years back through the water grant the town was able to purchase 400 to 500 units that we use on homeowners as we replace old meters.
Tracy Woodard asked what was the rational for doing the business’s first and not the residential?

Mr. Townsend responded that the commercial units as they have the greater potential for contamination.

Asa Maynard asked if it will eventually cost the homeowners and it is the town’s responsibility to provide safe drinking water.

Mr. Townsend stated that it is D.E.P. regulations and federal law. The town will contact the business owners and let them know that it will be taking place and why.
Motion made by Councilman McKenzie and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to approve the Cross Connection/Back Flow Prevention Policy.

5/0

CONSIDER NORTH FLORIDA BROAD BAND UP DATE BY BOARD MEMBER WALTER MCKENZIE

Councilman McKenzie updated everyone on the recent activity with the board informing them that they have received $30,142,000 grant for the twelve counties making it possible to have top of the line computer access. Councilman McKenzie added that jobs will be created and a needs assessment, diagnostic and benchmarking of selected anchor institutions will be provided by Florida State University.

Councilman McKenzie recommended that Chief Stith be added to the North Florida Broad Band Authority as an alternate member. Chief Stith stated he would be happy to serve.

Motion made by Councilman McNeal and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to appoint Steve Stith to the North Florida Broad Band Authority as an alternate member.

5/0

STATUS REPORT ON FOCUS MEETING

Mayor Miller reported on the June 10th Mayor’s Focus Group Meeting Approximately 30 people in attendance at the Telford with a lively discussion. Topics discussed were Town Operations, Communication, and Updates on Projects, Local Business, WSPD and On-Going Issues.
Mayor Miller stated that the Town Manager is addressing the first six issues. Mr. Townsend reported that many have already been accomplished.
Mayor Miller informed everyone that the communications will be addressed by the Summer Interns with customer friendly newsletter.

The next Focus Meeting will be held on June 24th at POP’S on Sunrise Dr.

Items one and two of the up-date on projects, street paving of Bridge and Hamilton Street and changing Hamilton Street to one way will be handled with the newly acquired $250,000 grant from the Development Authority.
Mayor Miller asked Councilman McNeal if he would head up the Economic Development to see how to bring more businesses to town and Councilman McNeal stated he would.  Mayor Miller then asked Councilman McKenzie if he would check into a possible alternate route for heavy truck traffic and Councilman McKenzie stated he would adding that this issue has been brought up in the past.
Mayor Miller expressed her pleasure with the progress taken tonight. 

CONSIDER BRYNE GRANT:

Chief Brookins reported that this is an on-going grant that the sheriff uses to fund the drug task force and the town is very fortunate having the head man of the task force living in White Springs Sergeant Tim McDaniel.

Motion made by Councilman McNeal and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to authorize the Mayor to sign the letter approving the Bryne Grant.

5/0

NEW BUSINESS: 

CONSIDER COUNCIL APPOINTMENT 

Mayor Miller read charter section 2.03 (c): If the election is within 45 days, no action will be taken by the Town Council. The vacated seat will be filled at the next regularly scheduled Town Election according to the provisions of Section 2.02 and Article IV of the Town Charter. If the election is more than 45 days away, the Council will nominate qualified Town residents and by majority vote of the remaining Council members choose one of the nominees to serve the remainder of the term of the vacated seat.
Mr. Koberlein stated that the applicants will complete an affidavit attesting to:

1. The Affiant is a duly registered voter in Hamilton County, Florida and

2. The Affiant has physically resided in the Town of White Springs, Florida for twelve (12) months immediately preceding the signing of the Affidavit; and

3. The Affiant currently maintains his or her civil rights.

Mayor Miller stated that persons interested will contact the Town Clerk Shirley Heath. Mrs. Heath informed everyone that she is leaving Saturday for two week vacation and that Mrs. Tomlinson is a notary and could handle the affidavit.

Councilman McNeal added that we should advertise for fourteen days. After checking the calendar Mrs. Heath informed the Council that would be July 6th. Consensus of Council is to advertise on the Town’s bulletin boards and give copies of the affidavits to the Council for their review one week prior to the July meeting.

Mayor Miller also requested that they write a short paragraph of their qualification and reason for wishing to serve on the Council.
CONSIDER MOVING COUNCIL DATE

Mayor Miller informed everyone that she has had people requesting the meeting to be changed from the third Tuesday because it is the same time the County Commissioners meet.

Councilman McKenzie stated the Council has moved it before for the same reason and our County Commissioner never attended the first meeting.

Mr. Townsend stated his concerns about timely financial information in that all the bills would not be in by the second Tuesday. Councilman McKenzie stated he was very comfortable with the financial information and this will also help with the Transparency in Government concerns.

Discussion followed about possible other days of the week and Council decided Tuesday was still the best time.

Resolution 10-05 was read by the manager.

Motion made by Councilman McKenzie and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to adopt Resolution 10-05 changing the Council meetings to the second Tuesday of each month.

5/0

CONSIDER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT FIVE YEAR PERMIT PROPOSALS

Mr. Townsend informed the Council that Department of Environmental Protection Five Year Wastewater Permit is coming up for renewal. Four engineering firms submitted proposals as follows:
1. Bailey Bishop and Lane


$8,700

2. Mittauer & Associates


$6,500

3. Cadenhead 



$3,250

4. Darabi & Associates


$6,500

Mr. Townsend stated that Mittauer also factored in the possibility of Reuse feasibility Study, if required by FDEP then the lump sum would be $10,000 but Mr. Townsend does not believe that will be needed.
Councilman McKenzie asked if all firms bid on the same thing and Mr. Townsend stated it is regulated by D.E.P. Councilman McKenzie then asked if the Council is required to accept the low bidder and Mr. Townsend stated that they do not according to the Town’s S.O.G. Councilman McKenzie asked Mr. Townsend as the wastewater operator which firm would he choose. Mr. Townsend stated that all the firms are well qualified but he is comfortable with the engineers of the Town who are currently working on our projects.

Councilman McNeal stated that all the firms are regulated by the same people and we should go with the low bidder to save the tax payers money. Mayor Miller agreed with Councilman McNeal. Councilwoman Brown stated she was more comfortable with the Town’s engineers Mittauer.

Motion made by Councilman McNeal and seconded by Council McKenzie to award the Permit Renewal for White Springs Wastewater Facility to Cadenhead Environmental Engineering Services, Inc in the amount of $3,250.
Voting for the motion was Mayor Miller, Vice Mayor McKire, Councilmen McKenzie and McNeal.

Voting against the motion was Councilwoman Brown

Motion carried

 REPORTS
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Chief Brookins reported that there were no major incidents during the Folk Festival and it was reported that over 30,000 people were in attendance this year. Chief Brookins also stated that the department is waiting on the Town’s computer man to bring the lap tops for the cars and when they are installed the officers will be able to do their paper work in the vehicles and be more visible in the Town. The Chief has also acquired some free software for the computers.
FIRE DEPARTMENT

Chief Stith reported that Andrew Greene put the proposal together this year for the department to work the Folk Festival adding that there were just a few small calls in the park. The department has had 16 calls 11 of which were medical calls, and 2 mutual aid calls in Suwannee County. Chief Stith reported that the new truck has 3,000 miles on it with 200 hours of operation and they just had it serviced.

ATTORNEY

Mr. Koberlein reported that the Florida League of Cities offers free service to put the charter and ordinances on line and he will report back at the next meeting.

MANAGER

Mr. Townsend reported:

· First Federal Open House will be June 24th from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

· Suwannee River League of Cities Meeting will be July 8th in Lake City

· Councilwoman Brown completed the 2010 Advanced Institute of Elected Official Training

· Mr. Townsend has completed the first step in Water Conversation Training

· White Springs is the first municipality to submit an application to the Hamilton County Development Authority for the mining severance tax money and we have been awarded $250,000 for the Downtown Incubator Project.

Motion made by Councilman McNeal and seconded by Councilman McKenzie to adjourn the meeting.

5/0

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted

_________________________________

Shirley Heath, Town Clerk
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