White Springs Town Council met Tuesday, July 13, 2010 in the Council Chambers at Town Hall for their regular monthly meeting.

Mayor Miller called the meeting into order and Chief Brookins gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Roll Call: Present were Mayor Helen Miller, Council Members Brown, McNeal and McKenzie. Also present were Town Manager Robert Townsend, Town Clerk Shirley Heath, and Town Attorney Fred Koberlein, Police Chief Ken Brookins, Fire Chief Steve Stith, concerned citizens Spencer Lofton, Tracy Woodard and Tom Moore.

CITIZENS FROM THE FLOOR: (FIVE MINUTE TIME LIMIT) AFTER RECOGNITION FROM THE CHAIR, STATE NAME AND ADDRESS

None

CONSENT DOCKET:
Mayor Miller informed the Council that Mr. Cheshire was unable to attend the meeting tonight and item C. under old business will be dropped.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM REGULAR MEETING JUNE 15, 2010
Motion made by Councilman McKenzie and seconded by Councilman McNeal to waive the reading of the minutes and approve them as presented.

5/0
AUTHORIZATION TO PAY ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AS DUE AND FUNDS AVAILABLE
Motion made by Councilman McKenzie and seconded by Councilman McNeal to authorize accounts payable as due and funds available.
5/0

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motion made by Councilman McNeal and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to approve the agenda with deleted item C. under old business.

5/0

SPECIAL EVENTS REPORT
Councilman McKenzie reported that the committee met last night and approved funding for the Fire Department Safety Night at the Fire Department on Halloween. The committee also discussed the 125th anniversary celebration stating that something will be happening every weekend the month of October.

It was also discussed to hold Halloween on Saturday night instead of Sunday and asked the Council for a joint proclamation with the county.
OLD BUSINESS:
CONSIDER COUNCIL APPOINTMENT
Mayor Miller stated that three very qualified individuals have applied for the empty council seat, Mr. Gerald Ford, Mrs. Tracy Woodard and Mr. Spencer Lofton.

Mayor Miller asked Ms. Woodard and Mr. Lofton if they would like to address the Council adding that Mr. Ford was not present.

Tracy Woodard stated it is an honor and privilege to live in White Springs and she feels a new sense of unity in the community and would love to be a part of the council.

Mr. Lofton stated that he sees great things happening in town and he has an agenda and that is to help our children to achieve. Mr. Lofton added that he is a team player and would like to help our team.

Mayor Miller called for nominations: Councilwoman Brown nominated Spencer Lofton seconded by Councilman McKenzie.

Mayor Miller called for any other nominations and there were none.

Motion made by Councilwoman Brown and seconded by Councilman McKenzie to appoint Spencer Lofton to the Town Council.

4/0

The Oath of Office was given by Town Clerk Shirley Heath to Mr. Lofton and he joined the Council at the Council Table.

CONSIDER APPOINTMENT OF VICE MAYOR
Motion made by Councilman McNeal and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to nominate Councilman McKenzie as Vice Mayor.

No other nominations were made.

Motion made by Councilman McNeal and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to appoint Councilman McKenzie as Vice Mayor of White Springs.

5/0

PRESENTATION FROM RAYMOND CHESHIRE “ADAMS COUNTRY STORE”
This item was deleted due to the absence of Mr. Cheshire.

CONSIDER PRODUCTION COMPANY RESCUE PRODUCTS USE OF BAILEY OGBURN FIELD
In absence of Mr. Moore Mr. Townsend read the proposal for the partial filming of a new Christian film using the Bailey Ogburn Ball Field. At this time Mr. Moore arrived and addressed the Council. First he presented the Clerk with his proof of insurance and informed the Council he had received permits from the Columbia County Court House, the Suwannee County Jail and Columbia High School. The film will deal with issues of school drop outs, teen pregnancy and the affect of divorce on children and teens.

The film company will be filming at the field on Wednesday, July 21, 2010 7:30 a.m. for approximately three hours.
The company will also give credit to White Springs in the way of shooting of a sign and at the end of the movie. Councilman McKenzie suggested the old water tower.

Motion made by Councilman McKenzie and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to approve the Rescue Production Company to film at the Bailey Ogburn Ball Field.

5/0

CONSIDER BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE
Mayor Miller stated that at the last meeting the members requested the committee be disbanded due to a division of the committee.

Motion made by Councilman McNeal and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to accept the request to dissolve the Beautification Committee at this time.

Councilman McKenzie stated that the committee serves at the pleasure of the Council and we do not have to appoint everyone that submits an application, adding that we need a functioning committee.

Tom Moore requested that he be allowed to continue to work on the memorial brick project adding that we serve at the pleasure of the Council. 

A brief discussion followed concerning the permission and use of the collected funds for the project. 

Tracy Woodard expressed her concerns that people will get the wrong opinion if you just dissolve the committee, adding that you should get their resignations.
Councilman McKenzie stated that the committee did resign and we can advertise for members. Mrs. Heath reminded everyone that committees are appointed each September.

5/0

Mr. Townsend suggested that we could advertise the bricks along with the 125th celebration.
LAWSUIT UPDATE
Mr. Koberlein reported that there has not been any activity on the 2009 case concerning the past town attorney’s. The 2010 McKire suit is still pending and will go before the Judge in August. Mr. Griffin has made a motion to reconsider the 2008 case again.

UPDATE SUMMER ENRICHMENT PROGRAM AND ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM
Mayor Miller reported that the adult education has seven morning students and four night students and that they will be taking the TAB, FCAT and GED tests. Ms. Lugar has arranged for a trip to Gateway College. Mayor Miller also reported that she had a lunch meeting with Dr. Thomas Logan and he emailed her that we have the best run program in five counties and will help find funding for the after school program. Mayor Miller made contact at the Suwannee River League of Cities with a lobbyist for the Department of Education and he will work with us to help find funding also for the after school program. We have received great evaluations in all areas.
Councilman Lofton reported forty nine active students and six new ones on the way. Counting the interns, teachers and volunteers a total of seventy seven in attendance today with 62% paying the full tuition, 23% reduced tuition and 15% free tuition. The students consist of four foster children and one child has selective mutation, but is making progress. Mr. Tom Moore applied for and received a grant to upgrade the tennis court and he will teaching tennis from 9:00 a.m. -11:00 a.m. and 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. each day. Councilman Lofton informed everyone that in keeping with the theme at Stephen Foster they help the “Camp Town Races” today.
Mr. Townsend thanked Mr. Moore for getting the grant.

STATUS REPORT ON FOCUS MEETING
Mayor Miller informed everyone a town clean up day is scheduled for July 31, 2010 at the Fire Department beginning at 8:00 a.m. with coffee, juice and donuts. The Mayor also informed everyone that the summer interns are working on a newsletter and that they will advertise the cleanup day. 
The other topic at the focus meeting was transiting the summer program to an after school program.

NEW BUSINESS: 

CONSIDER TENTATIVE MILLAGE RATE
Mr. Townsend gave a brief back ground of how the millage rate works. The current rate is 3.7787 and if we stay with the current rate this year we will lose $2,200. Mr. Townsend is suggesting a tentative millage rate of 5.0.
The Public Hearings are scheduled for September 14th and September 21st. Consensus of Council was to start the hearings at 6:00 p.m.

Motion made by Councilman McNeal and seconded by Councilman McKenzie to adopt the tentative millage rate of 5.0.

5/0
CONSIDER COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT
Motion made by Councilwoman Brown and seconded by Councilman McNeal to appoint Mr. Charles White to the Planning and Zoning Board as an alternate member. It was noted that Mr. White has been attending the meetings.

5/0

CONSIDER TOWN ORDINANCES – DETERMINATION OF RELEVANCE AND ENFORCEABILITY
Councilman McKenzie volunteered to spend time reviewing the ordinances.

CONSIDER STREET LIGHTING
Mr. Townsend stated that he has planned a meeting with Progress Energy Representative Dennis George to take a look at the street lights and if changing the types of bulbs will solve the issues or if additional lighting is needed such as Turner Street where there are no street lights. Mayor Miller will add the process of reporting problems with the street lights to the news letter.
REPORTS

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Chief Brookins reported that a stolen truck on Mill Street was recovered within 48 hours and the suspect arrested adding that the citizens are working together to assist the department.

The Chief also reported that the new shotguns are in and waiting installation in the vehicles.

The Semi Annual UCR report was submitted with 75% crime solving and 90% recovery of stolen merchandise.
FIRE DEPARTMENT
Chief Stith reported ten calls since the last meeting with seven in town and three in the county. Fireman Don Wilson is preparing the Halloween Safety Event and the department will hold Fire Prevention Week in October.

ATTORNEY – Nothing further
MANAGER
Mr. Townsend reported Tower Com sent the initial $1,000 and we will be receiving $900 each month that will help with the budget.

Mr. Townsend also informed the Council that he promoted Ms. Terika Owens to Event Coordinator and she is currently working on a “Friday Night At the Movies” night to be held at the Amphitheater.

Mr. Townsend met with Park Manager Mr. Ben Faure with concerns about the Bell Tower water leakage. Also the Florida Trails has a new manager that will begin work this month and suggested holding a welcome reception. Mr. Don Forgoine was promoted to Director of the Florida State Parks System.
Mayor Miller informed everyone that the Suwannee River League of Cities will present scholarships to the Florida League of Cities in memory of Vice Mayor Ralph Hardwick for his dedicated work.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted

____________________________

Shirley Heath, Town Clerk
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