White Springs Town Council met Tuesday, December 13, 2011 in the Town Hall Council Chambers for their regular meeting.
Mayor Miller called the meeting into order and Councilman Rev. Richard Marshall gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Roll Call: Present were Mayor Dr. Helen Miller, Vice Mayor Walter McKenzie, Councilwoman Tonja Brown, Councilmen Dennis Price and Councilman Rev. Richard Marshall. Also present were town attorney Fred Koberlein, Town Clerk Shirley Heath, Chief of Police Ken Brookins, Police Officer Jason Galup and concerned citizens.

Absent: Manager Robert Townsend & Fire Chief Steve Stith

CITIZENS FROM THE FLOOR: (FIVE MINUTE TIME LIMIT) AFTER RECOGNITION FROM THE CHAIR, STATE NAME AND ADDRESS
Tracy Woodard presented the Mayor with a check for the HOPE Food Bank from the proceeds of her book signing, adding that it is enough to purchase 700 lbs of food.

Chief Brookins informed everyone that through the COPS Grant he was able to hire an additional officer and after searching and interviews the Chief presented Jason Gallup. Mayor Miller gave the Oath of Office to Officer Galup.

CONSENT DOCKET:
APPROVAL OF MINUTES REGULAR MEETING NOVEMBER 8, 2011

Motion made by Vice Mayor McKenzie and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to approve the minutes as presented.

5/0

AUTHORIZATION TO PAY ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AS DUE AND FUNDS AVAILABLE
Motion made by Vice Mayor McKenzie and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to authorize accounts payable as due and funds available.

5/0

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Mayor Miller added additional item to Save Our Water Resolution;  member of tri-county working group for the water issue, Mayor Miller as member and Vice Mayor McKenzie and Councilman Price as alternate members.

Motion made by Vice Mayor McKenzie and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to approve the agenda as amended.

5/0

SPECIAL EVENTS REPORT
Councilman Price stated he would give a detailed report next month after receiving updated financial report.

Mayor Miller commented that the Festival of Lights Parade and Breakfast with Santa was wonderful and thanked the committee and Councilman Price for their hard work.

OLD BUSINESS:
CONSIDER RESOLUTION 11-11 SUPPORT OF DESIGN STANDARDS

Planning & Zoning Board Chair Tracy Woodard reported the board had worked on the design standards for two years and this resolution of support will be the official sanctions to the design standards.

Motion made by Vice Mayor McKenzie and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to pass and approve Resolution 11-11 Support of Design Standards.

5/0

CONSIDER RESOLUTION 11-12 SAVE OUR WATER

A resolution urging the Florida Legislature to add “Statewide Water Supply Planning” as a priority to its 2012 Legislative Priorities.
Motion made by Vice Mayor McKenzie and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to pass and adopt Resolution 11-12 Save Our Water.

5/0

Motion made by Councilwoman Brown and seconded by Councilman Marshall to appoint Mayor Miller as member of the Tri-County Working Group and Vice Mayor McKenzie and Councilman Price as alternate members.

5/0

HEALTH COUNSEL UPDATE - MARIE PRICE

Mayor Miller reported in absence of Ms. Price Health Seminar luncheon planned for Wednesday at the Methodist Church 11:00 a.m.

FOOD BANK UPDATE – COUNCILMAN MARSHALL

Councilman Marshall reported the tremendous success of the Food Bank

· The kick-off event fed over 75 hot meals and 66 different households were given 4 bags of groceries.

·  Home deliveries were made to the elderly and shut-ins.

· Donor letters have been sent with promise of donations

· Volunteers BJ Lamb, Kim Bullock and Ceola Hutcherson were recognized for their dedicated assistance
· The Food Bank will be cooking at the Swap Meet Saturday to raise money.

· Raffle tickets will be sold for a hand stitched tapestry

· Hillendate will partner with us and supply fresh eggs

· Someone did try to break in the food bank but we did not find anything missing.

· Kelly’s RV also supplied food and gifts as well as the Dollar General Store

Mayor Miller reminded everyone that March is volunteer month and asked each group to come up with names of their volunteers.

UPDATE ON HOPE PROGRAM – COUNCILWOMAN BROWN

Ms. Brown reported the HOPE Center will hold a Christmas Party Thursday for the children

Dia Green Adult Education Instructor would like to receive emails of persons wishing to attend classes. It was suggested that a signup sheet be made available at each event and given to Ms. Green

HOPE Committee meeting Monday, December 19th
BROADBAND UPDATE – VICE MAYOR MCKENZIE

Vice Mayor McKenzie reported:

· Funds were released and contractors were paid

· Office space rented

· 4 new staff hired

· 2 warehouses to store equipment

· Broadband back on track

CHARTER SCHOOL UPDATE 

Mayor Miller informed everyone that a resident of the county has offered to work on the data to begin the planning of the school.

LAWSUIT UPDATE
Mr. Koberlein stated Mr. Griffin still owes the town a little over $1,000 and he will continue collection efforts. Mr. Griffin petitioned the court to combine two outstanding cases. Mr. Koberlein suggested that we just wait to hear from the court on this issue.

NEW BUSINESS:
CONSIDER CHARTER REVISION COMMITTEE

Town Clerk Shirley Heath reported the members are: Dorothy Brown, Tracy Woodard, Mayor Miller, Robert Townsend and herself. A brief meeting was held this morning and they will be meeting again after the holidays.
Mr. Townsend reminded the Council that the attorney suggested it is a good policy to review the charter every 3 to 5 years.

Motion made by Vice Mayor McKenzie and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to approve the Charter Revision Committee Members as presented by the clerk.

5/0

Mayor Miller added that the committee wants citizens input and they are welcomed to attend the meetings.

CONSIDER RESOLUTION APPOINTING MEMBERS TO THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Town Clerk Shirley Heath reported Josie Stith and Tabitha McDaniel resigned from the board effective December 31st leaving Nora Lang and Wanda Udell. Bertha Ferguson Johnson of Sunrise Drive has volunteered to serve.

Motion made by Vice Mayor McKenzie and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to pass Resolution 11-10 appointing Nora Land, Wanda Udell and Bertha Ferguson Johnson to the Board of Adjustment.

It was noted that additional members are still needed but they cannot serve on any other committee or board.

5/0

REPORTS:
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Chief Brookins reported:

· The Festival of Lights Parade went off smoothly as did the Breakfast With Santa

· The new officer was hired and sworn into tonight

· Armed robbery at the Dollar General Store still under investigation

FIRE DEPARTMENT
No report

ATTORNEY
Mr. Koberlein informed everyone that he is hearing a lot of positive feedback from the citizens in Jasper about White Springs and the many programs.

MANAGER
Shirley Heath reported in absence of the Town Manager:

· The backhoe from RSC did not work out and Mr. Townsend and Mr. Hutcherson will go tomorrow to look at a 2008 model from Ring Power.

Vice Mayor McKenzie added that he looked at the one from RSC and was extremely disappointed and he would not purchase it. Councilman Price stated he appreciated the city taking the time to look at the equipment in efforts to save money.

No further business the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted

___________________________

Shirley Heath, Town Clerk
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