White Springs Town Council met Tuesday, August 10, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers for their regular monthly meeting.
Mayor Miller called the meeting into order and Pastor Justin Young of the White Springs First Baptist Church gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
ROLL CALL: Present were Mayor Dr. Helen Miller, Vice Mayor Walter McKenzie, Council Members Tonja Brown and Spencer Lofton. Also present were Town Manager Robert Townsend, Town Clerk Shirley Heath, Town Attorney Fred Koberlein, Police Chief Ken Brookins, County Attorney John McCormick and concerned citizens.
Absent: Councilman McNeal and Fire Chief Stith

Mayor Miller present Pastor Young with a certificate of appreciation to the First Baptist Church of White Springs for their generosity and support letting the Summer Enrichment Program use their yellow school bus. The bus was used each day and for field trips to a local farm, fishing trip, and Hamilton County Courthouse for the mock trial. Mayor Miller also informed everyone that as a token of gratitude Mr. Udell’s Garage is repairing the brakes on the bus.

CITIZENS FROM THE FLOOR: (FIVE MINUTE TIME LIMIT) AFTER RECOGNITION FROM THE CHAIR, STATE NAME AND ADDRESS - None
CONSENT DOCKET:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM REGULAR MEETING JULY 13, 2010

Motion made by Councilwoman Brown and seconded by Vice Mayor McKenzie to approve the minutes as presented.
4/0

AUTHORIZATION TO PAY ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AS DUE AND FUNDS AVAILABLE

Motion made by Vice Mayor McKenzie and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to authorize accounts payable as due and funds available.

4/0

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Miller stated that due to the absence of Councilman McNeal Item H under old business and add Interlocal Agreement with Hamilton County first under old business for the convenience of Mr. McCormick and add under new business Consider Approval of Letter to the Department of Education for grant money for the afterschool program.
Motion made by Vice Mayor McKenzie and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to approve the agenda as amended.
4/0

SPECIAL EVENTS REPORT – no report
OLD BUSINESS
Added item – Interlocal Agreement with Hamilton County.

Mr. McCormick went over the agreement between the Town of White Springs and Hamilton County for the use of the County Voting House for the Adult Education Program. The agreement will have an automatic renewal.
Motion made by Councilwoman Brown and seconded by Councilman Lofton to accept the Interlocal Agreement between the Town of White of Springs and Hamilton County for the use of the Voting Building as presented.

4/0

PRESENTATION FROM RAYMOND CHESHIRE “ADAMS COUNTRY STORE”

Mr. Raymond Cheshire updated the Council about his recent purchase of the Adams Store and his efforts to restore it to its natural state. Mr. Cheshire also informed everyone that he has purchased an old house from the Anderson ladies and will use the wood from that house for the store to keep from using new wood. 

Everyone in attendance was very pleased and excited that the store will be restored since it is a very important part of the town’s history.
CONSIDER FORMALIZATION OF H. O. P.E. COMMITTEE

Motion made by Councilwoman Brown and seconded by Vice Mayor McKenzie to officially formalize the H. O. P. E. Committee.

4/0

LAWSUIT UPDATE

Mr. Koberlein reported that he filed a motion to dismiss the lawsuit against former Mayor McKire and it will go before the Judge August 25th. Mr. Griffin has admitted that he lied when he answered the Interrogators. Mr. Koberlein stated he was still pursuing collection of past court awards adding that he has received Mr. Griffin’s tax returns and bank statement for the last three years.

Mr. Koberlein also reported that Mr. Griffin has filed an Ethics Complaint against former Mayor McKire and he suggested that the town allow it go through the first step and if it goes past that point then it will be brought up at a council meeting as everyone has the right to council representation.

Mr. Griffin has filed for appeal on the case filed against Mr. Koberlein and Mr. Koberlein stated there was no legal basis for the appeal.

UPDATE SUMMER ENRICHMENT PROGRAM – COUNCILWOMAN TONJA BROWN

Councilman Lofton stated that the Summer Enrichment Program closed with a bang by taking the students skating in Lake City. Some of the development problems made progress and anger management problem also made progress. Councilman Lofton reported a record attendance of 84.
Mayor Miller reported over 100 volunteers and donations were received and the parents and students want it to transition into an after school program.

Councilman Lofton asked one of the students to report on his experience which included meeting Representative Bembry. The US Tennis Association of Florida on site visit for the Quick Start Tennis was very pleased with the program and instructors.

UPDATE ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM – COUNCILMAN SPENCER LOFTON

Councilwoman Brown reported that the Adult Education Program is a really big thing for White Springs and encouraged everyone to inform anyone wishing to get their G. E. D. to attend.

UPDATE ON DOWNTOWN INCUBATOR PROJECT

Mr. Townsend reported that prior to the Mayor’s Focus Group meeting July 22, 2010, the Downtown Incubator Project was discussed to allow public comment and they made the following suggestions:
· Create a brick step down into Bridge Street where there is a large drop off in the sidewalk

· Change the one way street direction of Hamilton St to run from Bridge to Wesson

· Check Historic photos for ideas

· Save bricks

· Underground utilities

· Ceiling fans in the open air Pavilions

· Historic Lighting and Signage

· Diagonal parking with landscaped islands

· Pick one theme that can be used throughout the town on new construction

· Brick or stamped brick sidewalks

Mr. Townsend also reported that he and Mayor Miller met with representatives of Progress Energy and discussed the opportunity for underground utilities, the option of historic lighting either being owned by the town or leased.

STATUS REPORT ON FOCUS MEETING

Mayor Miller reported at the July 22, 2010 meeting the citizen proposals to support economic development for White Springs coved a wide range of ideas and activities:

· Lodging/Event Centers

· Farming/Agriculture Value-Added Products

· Need Public Library Upgrade

· Need to Pursue Carver School Project

· The Healing Center – drawing on Native American appreciation of the area’s Healing Waters

· Need to Restore Abandoned Historic Homes

· Proactive Promotion

· Residential/Retail Development Possibilities

· Emerging Technologies Incubator

· I 75 & 136 Interchange upgrade

UPDATE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - COUNCILMAN MCNEAL

This item was dropped due to the absence of Councilman McNeal

NEW BUSINESS: 

CONSIDER SUWANNEE RIVER LEAGUE OF CITIES REQUEST

Mr. Townsend reported that he submitted Councilwoman Brown for the Ralph Hardwick Scholarship to attend the Florida League of Cities Annual Conference.

Mr. Townsend informed everyone the need to submit a name to fill the vacancy on the Board of Directors of the SRLC. Vice Mayor McKenzie volunteered. Motion made by Councilwoman Brown and seconded by Councilman Lofton to nominate Vice Mayor Walter McKenzie to serve on the board of directors for the Suwannee League of Cities.

4/0

CONSIDER PROGRESS ENERGY EASEMENT

Mr. Townsend reported that Progress Energy needs an Easement Agreement from the town for Tower Com.

Motion made by Vice Mayor McKenzie and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to approve the Easement Agreement with Progress Energy.
4/0

CONSIDER MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING FLORIDA DEPT. OF LAW ENFORCEMENT

Chief Brookins stated that after further review of the memorandum of understanding he would like to table this item until the next meeting in order to gain answers to his concerns.

Motion made by Vice Mayor McKenzie and seconded by Councilwoman Brown to table this item until the next meeting.

CONSIDER HAMILTON COUNTY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY CONTRACT

Mr. Townsend stated that he received this date the Letter of Commitment from the Development Authority and the contract will be forth coming.

Added Item – Consider Proposal to Department of Education for Mentoring and Student Assistance Initiatives.

Mayor Miller informed everyone that at the last Suwannee River League of Cities meeting she met a lobbyist and he sent information for funding the after school program through the Mentoring and Student Assistance Initiatives. Mayor Miller has a signed letter of support from the Hamilton County Superintendent of Schools, the Hamilton High School and South Hamilton School adding that the town staff will handle the fiscal components and in-kind match.
Motion made by Councilwoman Brown and seconded by Councilman Lofton to approve the application submittal to the Florida Department of Education for funding for the after school program.

4/0

 REPORTS

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Chief Brookins reported the laptops finally arrived but was missing some software but the company will correct them and add some free software.

The Chief also reported that the juvenile crime is down 50% from 2008 and out of the $12,000 in stolen goods $10,500 was recovered.

FIRE DEPARTMENT – no report
ATTORNEY – Mr. Koberlein gave the Clerk a pamphlet on parliamentary procedure to copy for each council for their information.
MANAGER

Mr. Townsend reported:

· CDBG will most likely not be funded as the low to moderate income was too high. But representative from the Department of Community Affairs will do a site visit and will possibly grant $60,000 to $70,000 for the engineering part and that will put us in the fore front for the next cycle.

· FDOT 5 year road enhancing project have asked for more definite design plans which is a good indicator that the project will be funded
· Broadband anniversary meeting tomorrow at the Suwannee Water Management District

· Budget workshops were scheduled for August 24 & 31 at 6:00 p.m.

· Florida Work Force has provided us this year with Ms. Terika Owens which is a pearl in the rough. She has advanced so well at Town Hall that I gave her the title of Events Coordinator. Now Work Force has sent us another young woman Ms. Melanie Scippio and she will be working in Town Hall also.

· Ron Taylor from the Hamilton County Health Department has informed me that PCS wants to pull out of monthly testing of the wells. Mr. Townsend recommends that they extend the testing for an additional twelve months.

No further business the meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted

___________________________

Shirley Heath, Town Clerk
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